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potter power over the day ? Only it seems sad if the
clay be sentient.

In another respect special creation is grotesque. A
spirit is specially created for a small body which dies a
few hours after birth. If life on earth has any edu-
cational or experimental value that spirit will be the
poorer forever by missing sach a life, and the lost op-
portunity can never be made good. If, on the other
hand, human life on earth is of no essential importance
and carries with it the certainty of many ill doings and
sufferings and the possibility of everlasting suffering at
the end of it, the spirit that comes into a body that en-
dures to old age is hardly dealt with, as it must endure
innumerable ills escaped by the other without any
equivalent advantage, and may be damned for ever.

The list of injustices brought about by special creation
.might be extended indefinitely, for it includes all inequal-
ities, it has made myriads of atheists, as incredible
by the intelligence and revolting to the conscience. It
places man in the position of the inexorable creditor
of God, stridently demanding : tc Why hast thou made
me thus ? "

The hypothesis of science is not as blasphemous as
that of special creation, but heredity only explains
bodies; it throws no light on the evolution of intelli-
gence and conscience. The Darwinian theory tried to
include these, but failed lamentably to explain how the
social virtues could be evolved in the struggle for exist-
ence. Moreover, by the time the parents had acquired
their ripest fruition of high qualities the period of